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brightonalumni.org     (585) 442 - 6055
 

MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2009
ATTENDANCE: Pete French '53, Pete Heinrich '55, Lisa Dunn '73, Kay Clark '46, Lewis Neisner '57, Crissy Pullano '10, Marcia Loomis '64, Mary Louise Riter '52, Warren Riter '52, Luanne Kuimjian '52, Joan Birch '51, Paul Tracy '85, Gretchen Shafer BCSD, Bill Gerling '56, Bob Lambrix '57, Ryan Pacatte BCSD, Nancy Hackett BCSD, Ruth Thaler-Carter '71, Pat Corbett '47, Kay Salerno '56, Beverly French

 

INTRODUCTIONS: Lewis Neisner '57, Lisa MacDonald Dunn '73 and Beverly French

 

SPECIAL EVENT: The meeting was preceded by a celebration in honor of Henry "Pete" French's retirement as co-chair of BSAA. He assured us that he would continue to serve the board and attend meetings, but needed time to step back and "smell the roses." His wife, Bev French, was a surprise guest and stayed on for the meeting. Refreshments included a cake decorated with Pete's yearbook picture and a more recent portrait and our wishes that it was time to "eat, drink and be merry!" We paused to reflect on where we started, where we have been and where we might go in the future. Pete French has played a leadership role with BSAA since its inception by Bob Lambrix, and we are blessed that he will continue to play an active role on the board to oversee the many projects he helped move forward for the benefit of Brighton schools. We are also fortunate that Maryjane Kimmell Link '58 has agreed to step into a leadership role and, at the next board meeting (December 7, 2009), she will join Pete Heinrich as co-chair of BSAA.

 

MINUTES: The minutes from October 10, 2009, were read and approved.

 

TREASURER'S REPORT: Pete French reported that the M&T account is $22,431.66, the Vanguard investment account is $69,831.56 for a total of $92,263.22.

 

PROJECTS
COURTYARD GARDEN: The "cubes" that will be part of the metal sculpture have been moved to the courtyard and, when complete, will include 12 etchings of early Brighton Schools. Chuck VanDeMar '55 has some concerns about the granite benches that have been ordered, and we may have to select another style bench that will be less likely to collapse. We should get a photo of one of the engraved pavers to help market sales with reunions, and to include on our website. Pete H praised the BHS staff for their help and effort to complete the project, especially Ryan Pacatte, Doug Ackert and Rob Luce.
HALL OF FAME: The nominations will be open soon, but there is no real "deadline" in that they can be submitted any time. It is also time to set up the website for applications/nominations, and send out an e-mail  blast to announce.
SCHOLARSHIP: Applications should be available at our website soon. Ryan confirmed that applications are available at the school and that the process is in place. Ruth says she will do some marketing, including the BPP and a blog, once the deadline for applications is determined (December 15 or January 15).
ALUMNI RESOURCE CENTER: Kay Clark has volunteered, with the approval of Nancy Hackett and Jill Vigdor, to provide brief press releases to distribute to the various newspapers at all of the district schools, plus the BHS morning television program, Channel 12 and the BCSD Bulletin to tell our students, teachers, parents and community about our accomplishments, projects and future plans. The board agreed that this grassroots approach would be well-accepted and promote BSAA to a wider audience.

    
MARKETING & PUBLICITY: Pete H has been in contact with Paul Hundredmark about reprinting the Alumni Directory, ideally getting reunion classes and their class contact person involved. Ruth also outlined work in progress to clean up and reorganize our website. There have been several items published in the BCSD Bulletin. She is also starting to plan the annual newsletter. We need the website, and perhaps make use of the social networking sites to connect with younger alumni and also reunion classes. Students and young alumni are all tuned into this networking, and it has taken over the functions of some websites, at least for recent alumni classes. We need to be involved in both mediums.

 

WEBSITE & WEBCAST: Paul Tracy arrived early and adjusted the video camera and microphones. Paul will also be recreating the "loop" version of the Hall of Fame videos from previous years so we can put that feature back in the BHS display case.

 

FUNDRAISING: Bob Lambrix outlined the progress to date, and also several large donations that are answering the challenges still open. We have some very generous schoolmates, and a few have really stepped up to the plate, especially to support the Scholarship program. The fact that the BSAA scholarship spans the full four-year college career of the selected recipient has made our funding a more compelling gift. As an example, Bob told the board about the very generous gifts of Bruce Bedford. Even though Bruce spent his senior year elsewhere, he became a swimming champion here and had many friends at Brighton, and has chosen to support the school most generously, and has recently pledged another $25,000 as a challenge to his classmates and all BHS alumni.

 

OLD & NEW BUSINESS
BOARD RECRUITMENT: Still a challenge, but we are anticipating that some of our recent board visitors will accept board membership as a way to give back to their alma mater. Maryjane Link is also searching for local alums to become involved. It has also been suggested  that we hold an informal reception with refreshments for the Brighton schools teachers who are alumni. Nancy Hackett and Ryan Pacatte will help us organize this. Kim Newman Mallon '71 might also help us with the administrative reception. While these are separate constituencies, we might combine the two receptions.

 

SUMMER/FALL PICNIC: There was some discussion about reviving our alumni picnic, but perhaps changing the date to an earlier time and combining it with the Brighton Alumni Baseball game. This must be held where there is a regulation field. The Brighton Park seems to be the best venue, but alcoholic beverages are not permitted. Some on the board thought we should still have the same format—hot dogs and salads, etc.—but have soft drinks and lemonade. This might also open the door to students and younger alumni, and perhaps young alumni with families. Kay Clark is also planning a catered lunchtime picnic for the classes of 1930–1960 at one of the Brighton Town Park cabins.

 

LIBRARY DISPLAY: Crissy Pullano and Kay Clark have talked with the librarians about providing one of the window displays at the entrance to the library for BSAA items. We now have their permission but are waiting to get approval to enter the library during the February break and decorate the window. Many of the artifacts and photos archived in our Alumni Resource Center will be featured in the library display.

 

NEXT MEETING:    MONDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2009
                                    Alumni Resource Center - 7 P.M.
